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result, children are frequently left with relatives in their home villages—an esti-
mated 58 million in 2010. While 19 million other children accompanied their 
parents, they were treated as second-class citizens. The government has taken 
some steps to lessen the problem in cities with populations under 5 million, but 
it remains significant in the sixteen largest cities in China where most rural 
migrants have moved.12 Leslie Chang chronicles the story of many of the 
women and men who come from rural areas to China’s bustling cities for work 
in her book, Factory Girls. These mostly young women find themselves creating 
a new cultural identity as they are no longer from the rural area but do not really 
qualify for the privileges of urban residency.

Social identity can also be defined by the job that you perform, a concept that 
found new meaning with the creation of a worker class and a wealthy class of 
factory owners during industrialization. The wealthy upper class wielded politi-
cal power. The lower or working classes were those who toiled in the factories, 
confined to poorly paying jobs with little hope for advancement. The promise 
of industrialization, however, was that it would bring about a redistribution of 
wealth that would allow individuals to move from one class to another.
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